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wolf, a little confused by this unexpected rebuff,,' my 
only intention in asking admittance, was to show 
how entirely free I am from all suspicion of your 
harboring any intention to do me harm.' 

' Doubtless, sir,' said a goat which, on hearing the 
wolfs voice, had joined the calf, 'you are a person 
of rare and most surprising ingenuousness. If all 
wolves were of your confiding character, the lambs 
and kids would soon be shamed into a resolution of 
avoiding all occasions from which you could pos- 
sibly take offence. You cannot more desire to 
show yourself free from all suspicion of our har- 
boring any intention to do you harm, than we 
desire to show ourselves free from all suspicion 
of your enter- 
taining any such 
fear. Indeed, sir, 
your readiness to 
pass over here, 
places this beyond 
all doubt ; and we 
should prove our- 
selves to have 
profited very little 
by the many evi- 
dences of it which 
you have given, if 
we did not act ac- 
cordingly.' Whilst 
the goat was thus 
speaking, the wolf 
had much ado to 
keep from show- 
ing how he in- 
wardly winced un- 
der her ironical 
retort ; and he felt 
greatly abashed at 
perceiving how 
she had exposed 
his false preten- 
sion to ingenuous- 
ness, and pointed 
out his real char- 
acter under the 
flimsy covering 
by which he had 
expected to hide 
it. However, call- 
ing all his effron- 
tery to his aid, he 
said, ' Certainly, 
madam, certainly ' 
And now for the 
important tidings, 
which I beg leave 
to add, the lion 
gave me a spe- 
cial commission to 
communicate. 

You must know 
then, my friends, 
that, two days ago, 
the lion made a 
proclamation, by 
which he crdained 
that thenceforth 
and forever, there 
should be peace 

and amity among _^,,^...^,^-,^^^^ ,.._- ^^ , 

all the animals ^"^T^"^/? ^^^-^^-3^ ; 
of every country, J:^^^' ' / J f'^''/i\/\/V\^^^' 
class, order, and ' --::=-.==*£= — =^2 

condition what- 
soever. Oh ! had 

you but seen the rejoicings and the feasts which 
immediately followed the promulgation of this royal 
ordinance, as I saw them, your delight would have 
been equal to mine. This morning, also, the lion gave 
us a magnificent breakfast ; and the viands were of 
the best, and in the greatest abundance. We had 
a fine ox, two fat hogs, three deer, sheep I really 
forget how many, two plump kids, and such a speci- 
men of delicate veal as — but, dear me, miss, you 
look quite distressed ! ' ' Your account of these great 
doings has, I own, a little disturbed me,' said the 
calf. ' But pray, sir, have the goodness to inform me, 
whether the preparations for this magnificent repast 
were made before, or after, the publication of the or- 
dinance ! ' '1,1, I,' stammered the wolf — 'why, really, 
miss, I protest ; in short, miss — I must say that, par- 
don me, )'-our question is hardly relevant ! ' ' Excuse 
me, sir,' rejoined the calf, ' if I defend my question as 



entirely to the purpose. If, as I suppose, those pre- 
parations were made after the publication of the 
ordinance, I must conclude that peace was pro- 
claimed only to render successful the obviously 
premeditated war which followed; and further, that 
the amity which has so lately been decreed, has with 
it precisely the same sort of good will which the lion 
and his friends were always wont to show towards 
those who had any thing which they were disposed 
to take ! ' 

Here the goat said, 'Excuse me, cousin, for inter- 
rupting you ; but I wish to remark to Mr. Wolf, that 
whatever there may be in the lion's ordinance, 
which is advantageous to us, we shall be ready to 




and even the turkey-cock and the geese were not 
without some guesses of what was meant ; whilst . 
the wolf was evidently so embarrassed, that he was 
at a loss for a repl3^ After the pause of a few sec- 
onds the calf again addressed him, 

' Far be it from us, sir, even to think of placing our 
misgivings in the way of 3^our mission : indeed you 
may very soon have an opportunity for executing it 
still further and for telling the ver)'- remarkable 
tidings which we have just heard, to persons of far 
more importance. I see our two bulls leading the 
way over that hill ; and they will be here probably, 
by the time that one of us could reach yonder wood.' 
Here the wolf turned suddenly round, and saw the 

two broad-chest- 
ed, shaggy-maned 
guardians of the 
balmy - breathing 
kine, leading them 
down by the hill 
slope ; and then 
instantly taking 
the calf's hint, he 
bounded off to- 
wards the wood, 
without so much 
as uttering a pa- 
cific adieu, and was 
out of sight before 
the herd had ar- 
rived. 

MORAL. 

To encroach on their 
neighbors' territories ; 
to cajole the confiding ; 
to oppress the weak ; 
and to make of their 
apparently solemn pro- 
clamations, and their 
seemingly serious trea- 
ties of peace, a means 
foi lulling the sur- 
lounding communities 
mto an attitude of rest. 
Such has been, hith- 
erto, the conduct of the 
potentates of the earth. 
Perhaps the time is 
near when they will act 
otherwise. 

—JEso-p, Jr. 



THE KINGFISHER. — L. Bkckmann. 

make our grateful acknowledgments for it as soon as 
we shall experience it. At present, I would say, that 
if his majesty had chosen either a deer, or an ante- 
lope, or any other person of a similar character, for 
the bearer of his message of peace and amity, we at 
least, b)'- a sort of sympathy, should have found our 
ears more open to his profession of pacific inten- 
tions. To be sure, sir, the ambassador would, in 
that case, have wanted the decoration of a military 
investiture: but brought up, as we have been, in the 
fields, and to rural occupations, we are not, perhaps, 
fully aware of all the advantages of employing en- 
voys of those peculiar qualifications. However, sir, 
we have no doubt that the lion understands his own 
business, and therefore we conclude that the agents 
whom he chooses, do indeed represent his character 
and denote his intentions ! ' At the conclusion of 
this address, the goat and the calf exchanged glances, 



The Kingfish- 
er — The family to 
which the King- 
fisher belongs — 
(alcediiiiiuc) is dis- 
tributed over the 
whole world. The 
European species 
which is not much 
larger than the 
sparrow, rivals the 
finest of tropical 
birds in the bril- 
liancy of its colors 
wherein blue and 
green predomi- 
nate. It is not a 
bird of passage, 
although it ap- 
pears in some 
places only as an 
occasional visitor. 
It frequents the 
banks of rivers or 
lakes, where it perches alone on the overhanging 
branches, or skims to and fro along the water, in 
search of its prey. Sometimes it hovers over a par- 
ticular spot, and pounces upon the fish as they rise 
to the surface. Once in its long bill, the fish are 
swallowed whole, head foremost, unless too large, in 
which case they are beaten to pieces, and taken in 
fragments. The indigestible parts are then dis- 
gorged. The nest of the Kingfisher is made at the 
end of a long gallery, which it excavates in the bank 
of a river, with its feet and bill, and in which it 
deposits its six or seven pinkish-white eggs on 
ejected pellets of fish bones. The American King- 
fisher is larger than the European species, those 
from the Pacific coast being the largest. It is a 
constant resident at the South. It follows the course 
of rivers, and its presence there is evidence enough 
to satisfy a good angler that trout are abundant. 



